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with the resources of the times, having in mind that
we were in the midst of a revolution in naval war-
fare, when any enterprising development like the
Monitor or the ram might upset all calculations.

First, Farragut had the big screw sloops Hart-
ford, Pensacola, Richmond, and Brooklyn; then the
side-wheeler Mississippi; the screw corvettes Oneida,
Femna, and Iroquois; nine screw gun-boats of five
hundred tons, which were known as the " ninety-day
gun-boats," because, with characteristic American en-
terprise in a crisis, they had been turned out by our
ship-yards in ninety days. In addition was the mor-
tar flotilla, not to mention ferry-boats and many other
craft that did service of one sort or another. Far-
ragut was always on the move, overseeing every-
thing in person, breathing an air of confidence and
imparting a spirit of efficiency. In those days he
went from ship to ship, rowed by sailors, but later
he had a steam tender.

There was hardly a night that the flag-ship did
not signal to send boats to tow fire-rafts. These
fire-rafts were one of the pleasantries of the enemy
to try our nerves. In connection with the luminous
flight of the mortar shells, they offered us quite all
the spectacular display that we were able to appre-
ciate. A fire-raft floating down with the current at
five knots an hour, flaming high with its tar and
resin, would illuminate the river from bank to bank;
and if it could have rested alongside a ship for even